















































SEY?TE@ SYSTEM TRAINING

Certification for septic system installers,
pumpers

The MPCA and the University of Minne-
sota began a voluntary certification
program in 1980 for personnel involved in
worlt on on-site septic systems. The pro-
gram Includes specific classes for In-

~ stallers, deslgners, site evaluators, inspec-

tors and pumpers.

Staff from the MPCA and the University
offer three-day basic and advanced
workshops and one-day site evaluation
workshops several times each year at
various locations arcund the state. A
certification examination is glven after the
three-day basic workshops and at one
additional time in late summer each year.
Individuals passing the exam are given
provisional certification and receive full
certification when they reach the level of
experience required for thelr job classifi-
cation.

Since the program began, 2,620 people
have taken the certification exam and
1,429 certificates have been issued. To
maintain certification, operators must
have 15 hours of classroom training every
three years; 382 people have renewed
their certificates by completing this
requirement at advanced workshops.

Although there is no state requirement for
certification, many local governments
have adopted ordinances requiring
certification before they issue local
permits or licenses for on-site installa-
tions. The Minnesota On-Site Sewage
Treatinent Contractors Assoclation is
recommending that the certification
program be mandatory for all persons
involved In designing, installing or main-
taining Individual septic systems.
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STATE INDEPENDENT GRANTS

PROGRAM

Helping communities fund wastewater
treatment systems

Populations under 10,609 Populations over 10,000

The construction and maintenance of a
wastewater treatment facility is one of the
largest investments a community can
make. Since 1977, more than $875
million in federal, state and community
monies has been spent under the MPCA's
State Independent Grants Program to
plan and construct wastewater treatment
facilities.

Thanks to a strong MPCA program, 100
percent of Minnesota'’s communities with
populations over 10,000 had acceptable
wastewater treatment facilities in place by
the federal Clean Water Act deadline of
July 1, 1988. In 1977, only 42 percent of
these communities had achieved this
standard. In the same eleven-year period,
the percent of smaller Minnesota commu-
nitles served by adequate systems grew
from 45 to 84 percent.

The federal government, which provided
three-fourths of all dollars spent on
wastewater treatment plants to date, is
withdrawing support for this program.
From 1989 through 1994, federal funds




will be used to capitalize a state revolv-
ing-loan program; by 1990, no new

federal grants will be awarded to commu-

nities for the construction of wastewater
treatment facilities.

The State Independent Grants Program
will continue to help Minnesota commu-
nities meet wastewater treatment needs.
In 1989, the Department of Trade and
Economic Development will begin to
award grants to communities, while the
MPCA continues to administer the
‘program, providing review and technical
assistance to community grantees,

Most of the communities in Minnesota

without adequate wastewater treatment
facilities are very small and, as a result,
have little money to fund local costs for

wastewater projects. Three new set-aside

programs within the State Independent
Grants Program were created by the Leg-
islature in 1987 with these small com-
munities In mind. The programs, and
their current status, are:

Capital Cost Component Grants or
“Privatization” Program

Up to $1.5 million may be set aside an-
nually for grants to cities contracting
with private vendors to plan, design,
construct and operate wastewater treat-
ment facilities, The first grants will be
awarded in spring 1989,

Individual On-8ite Wastewater Treat-
ment Grants Programn

Up to $1 million will be available to reim-
burse homeowners for 50 percent of the
costs of upgrading individual on-site
septic systems,.

The program enables small municipali-
ties to help homeowners upgrade their
on-site systems as an alternative to the

much more costly approach of construct-
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ing a sewer system and centralized
treatment facility under the regular
grants program.

Corrective Action Grants Program

This $I million set-aside from the State
Independent Grants Program is ear-
marked for communities that have
experlenced failures In treatment facili-
tles funded under either state or
federal construction grants programs.
Three communities already have
recelved corrective action grants
totaling over $700,000. Citles receiving
these funds must evaluate lability for
their failed systems and pursue
litigation when appropriate.

WASTEWATER OPERATOR TRAIN-
NG UNIT (OTWU)

A certified operator is the key to clean
water

Wastewater treatment facilities must
be well-operated and well-maintained
to provide clean water. The Legislature
recognized this fact when it established
mandatory certification for wastewater
treatment facility operators in 1971
and made the MPCA responsible for
providing that tralning. The MPCA's
Operator Training Unit (OTU) has
received natlonal recognition for its
training programs for Minnesota's
wastewater treatment operators.

Annually, over 400 operators complete
MPCA operator training workshops.
During 1988, OTU staff conducted 12
different wastewater training courses
around the state with a total enroll-
ment of 1,188,




Programs offered by OTU every year are:

@ a three-day Wastewaler Operations
Seminar held in Bloomington which has
drawn an average of 450 operators per
session for the last five years;

® Stabilization Pond Operator Training, a
four-day format given four times a year in
various locations around the state;

@ Collection System Operators Seminar,
a three-day workshop offered around the
state and averaging 350 students per
session over the past ten years; and

@ Wastewater Treatment Technology,
which has served 1,365 operators in th
last twelve years. :

Other courses given periodically to fulfill
more specialized training needs include
Upgrading Plant Operations, Trickling
Filter Workshops and On-Land Disposal
of Wastewater. i

The newest operator training program,
Land Application of Sludge, offers work-

shops in both three-day and one-and-a-
half day formats. More than 100 people
attended the four initial presentations
of this program in 1988, and 747 have
registered for future land application
workshops.

The Operator Outreach Program com-
plements the basic and specialized
training by providing on-site assistance
to dischargers who are having operating
problems. OTU staff have provided
hands-on assistance and training to
about 50 communities through this
program. Although the primary goal is
to bring communities into permit
compliance, participation in the pro-
gram also often lowers operating costs,
improves operator morale, and extends
a facility’s useful life.
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Citizens protecting the environment

Each year the MPCA receives and responds
to hundreds of citizen complaints and tips
about illegal dumping, leaks and spills,
illegal burning and airborne pollution that
can harm Minnesota's alr, water, and land.
The MPCA depends on all residents to be
environmental watchdogs — many of the
state’s most serlous pollution problems
were first identified because a concerned
citizen called the MPCA. The identities of
complainants are kept strictly confidential,
as required by law.

The MPCA and its five regional offlces work
closely with other state and federal agen-
cies and with county, township and city
officlals statewide to Investigate and
respond to citizen complaints and infor-
mation about possible violations of pollu-
tion laws. This cooperative effort between
citizens and governments is cruclal to the
discovery and cleanup of pollution prob-
lems that can threaten the health, homes
and livelihoods of Minnesota’s residents.

The public can report pollution emergen-
cies by calling the MPCA switchboard, the
24-hour emergency telephone number, or
the appropriate regional office (see inside
back cover for phone numbers).

The MPCA Pollution
Fighter Eagle and
“Pollutlon-Fighter
Training Camp" are
favorlies of students
and teachers across
the state

Pollution-fighting tools for the public

The MPCA's information and education
services reach thousands of agency clients
and the public each year. Included in the
avallable services are developing and
distributing information materlals explain-
ing the agency's programs and other
environmental Issues, providing staff
speakers for a variety of audiences, assist-
ing educators, and coordinating outreach
efforts.

Each year, the agency's information office
receives and responds to about 1200
requests from teachers, students,
civic organizations, businesses
) and others for brochures, fact
| sheets, films and speakers on
pollution-control toplcs. To
tmprove the coordination of
requests for speakers, a speaker’s
bureau was set up. Each year
the bureau provides staff for
nearly 100 audiences —class-
J) rooms, citizen and neighborhood
organizations, and trade and
business assoclations — in the
seven-county metropolitan area. In
addition, the agency's five reglonal
offices regularly make presentations
) and distribute information materials
to lake associations, county boards,
schools, and other organizations in their
regions.

Elementary and secondary-school teachers
are major clients of the agency. To fill a
vold in environmental materials for elemen-
tary students, the MPCA developed its “Pol-
lution-Fighter Workbook” and accompany-
ing teacher's packet. To date, more than




4000 teacher's packets and 75,000 Hand-
book have been distri- buted to instruc-
tors and students.

Outreach efforts to educate Minnesotans
and respond to thelr questions and con-
cerns Include participation in the State
Fair and a number of other reglonal falrs
and conferences. At the State Fair, the
agency continues its pollution- fighter
theme with a “Pollution-Fighter Training
Camp,"” allowing kids to test their environ-
mental knowledge in an enjoyable way.
The success of the exhibit can be meas-
ured by the numbers of participants —
25,000 kids and their parents “went to
camp” In 1988, and 750 adults requested
further information on agency programs
and environmental issues.

PERMITTING

Operating for environmental quality

from both the affected public and the
applicant.

REGIONAL OFFICES

MPCA services extend throughout the
state

Many environmental protection laws are
implemented through the issuance of
permits. The MPCA protects Minnesota's
residents and natural resources from the
damaging effects of pollution by Issuing
permits to facilities that could release pol-
lutants to the alr or water, or those that
manage hazardous or solid wastes. The
permits, written on a case-by-case basis,
ensure environmentally sound operating
conditions by including details of specific,
enforceable pollution control measures
designed to keep the permittee operating
within the law. Some permits may even
include remedies for pre-existing pollution
problems.

The MPCA has recently streamlined its
procedure for reviewing permit applica-
tions prior to their consideration by the
MPCA Citizens Board. This process Is
designed to be both expeditious and
thorough, with opportunities for input

The five MPCA Regional Offices fulfill an
important communication function: they
give Minnesotans access to the MPCA's
services throughout the state, and they
assure that the agency remalins respon-
sive to the needs of local communities.

Since their creation in 1972, the Re-
glonal Offices have worked with local
governments, indusiries, community
groups, environmentalists and individu-
als to address local environmental
issues and concerns. Re- e,
glonal staff reflect %
the diversity of the %
agency as a whole,
working on water
quality, air quality,
and solid and haz-
ardous waste Issues
and educational
goals.
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The five Regional
Offices include the
Northeast office in
Duluth, the South-
east office in Roches-
ter, the Southwest
office in Marshall, the
North Central office in
Brainerd and the
Northwest office in
Detroit Lakes.
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OTHER PROGRAMS

Promoting used-oil recycling

The MPCA is now drafting rules for a
program to loan businesses money to pur-
chase used-oil processing equipment. In
1989, the MPCA will begin to award grants
to counties to purchase and install storage
tanlks for collecting used oll from the
public for recycling.

Waste Tire Dump Abatement

On July 1, 1985, the State Legislature
prohibited land disposal of waste tires. In
the three years since the prohibition
began, tire stockpiles have Increased
throughout Minnesota. According to state
rules, if a tire dump owner cooperates
with the state and develops an acceptable
plan for removal and processing of tires
stockpiled before November 21, 1985, the
MPCA will relmburse the owner for a
portion of the costs incurred. Under this
program, the state has entered into six
agreements with waste tire collectors
who have proposed abatement plans
for their sites.

The 1988 Legislature added a provision
to this law which authorizes counties
to take abatement actions at tire sites.

~ To participate in the program, the
county must submit an abate-
ment plan to the MPCA for ap-
proval. Once the plan has been
approved, the state may fund up
to 85 percent of the county's
costs, including costs for “amnesty
days” to collect household quantities
of waste tires.
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PUT USED OIL IN
THE GARBAGE

RECYCLE YOUR USED OIL

There is a Collection Tanlc
Here for Your Used Oil.

For Further Information Call:

2

&% /" MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY
Al METRO AREA — 296-6300
GREATER MINNESOTA — 1-800-652-9747
K DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE * WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIVISION J

Waste Tire Facility Development
Programs

Grants under the Facility Development
Program are awarded for projects studying
the technical and financial feasibility of
waste-tire processing facilities. One grant
from this program funded the study of a
facility that would process over-sized tires
(such as those used in the mining indus-
try) by peeling the rubber from the cas-
ings.

Under the same program, the MPCA may
foan money for the capital costs of waste-
tire recyling facilities. Interest in the pro-
gram is high and several applications are
currently being reviewed. Action on loan
applications s expected in early 1989.




